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WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL, SIOUX FALLS, SD
Serving the Classes of The Great ’50’s Decade.  Photos and Stories Requested!

Published by Jack M. Phillips ’54.    jackmp@me.com
2261 Lauren Dr., Las Vegas, NV 89134  702-735-4111   Cell 702-496-3667

Issue #2-21                     Jan. 30, 2021

ONE NEW PATRON
and

ONE EXISTING PATRON
DOUBLING HIS CONTRIBUTION  

WELCOME and THANK YOU!

NEW PATRON
Anita Robinson

Bierman ‘56

Anita Robinson ’56
WHS Senior Photo

mailto:jackmp@me.com
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EXISTING PATRON
RUDI RUDISILL ’56

DOUBLES DONATION
Rudi, thank you so much for your 2nd generous donation.

Rudi, left, with his husband, 
Richard of 52 years.

Rudi Rudisill ’56
WHS Senior Photo

Rudi, from one old Nickel Plate customer to 
another, thank you!  We sure had good taste 

back then didn’t we?  Jack
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AFTER A BRIEF HIATUS WELCOME BACK JIM WARD ’53
Jim has always been one of the O&B’s most prolific sources of great stories and 

wonderful strolls down old WHS memory lanes. Jim you have been missed.

Hi Jack, Happy New Year.  Goodbye and good riddance to 2020. 
 I have thought for some time that I sent you all the photographs I had in my albums that pertain to 
our 50s WHS generation.   Then, I did a project on the history of Sioux Falls and Ward Lumber 

Company for a museum in Sioux Falls.  I found more photos that pertain to our 1950s friends.  Those 
of us who graduated in the early 50s recall the great celebration that took place in downtown Sioux Falls on V-J Day (the 
end of WWII).   I went downtown with my folks and my cousin to watch the celebration by the GIs from the Air Force 
base.  At one point, the GIs hijacked a jeep from the MPs and tried to drive it into the entrance of a downtown hotel.  They 
set fire to something in the middle of Phillips Ave.   This caused the fire department to come.   Then, the GIs 
commandeered the hoses of the firemen.  There was just no controlling what those happy GIs were doing.  A huge crowd 
of local citizens came to watch the “fun.”   To get a better view, many of those attending climbed on top of cars.   Some 
models of sedans from before the War had soft tops and we saw one person step through the top of a car.  The antics went 
on for hours until the brass at the base finally sent in large numbers of MPs to load the GIs into buses to take them back to 
the base.   Regrettably my photos are not the best but they will serve as reminders to those who saw the spectacle.   They 
are attached as the first 4 attachments.  One   picture is of me and my cousin, Connie Marsh, WHS ’52 perched on a car 
(Connie is not listed on your deceased list – She passed away in Arkansas a few years ago –  I believe she may have been 
one of those “mid-year” grads).  
 I found a few OLD float pictures.  We Sanford Hi-Y members thought we were pretty hot stuff one year when we 
completely covered the truck our float rested on.   We honored past OLD queens.   The next year we g message:
%3C0100017716c1fe74-278a7ecb-4a64-4be5-90c8-22d7ac57ac3c-000000@email.amazonses.com%3E ot ever fancier 
and made a merry-go-round that actually went around.  The trouble was that the revolving of the device tilted the float so 
much there was danger of it tipping over.   Therefore, our members had to walk along side to stabilize it.   I see Buzz 
Hyden, 53, Russ Pratt ’53 and Jack White’53 next to the float but I cannot ID any other boys. 
 The last two pictures don’t really fit your O&B Newsletter but I send them nonetheless.   The first is a politically 
incorrect float of unknown vintage (probably 1950s) and the last picture was from the WHS class of 
’27.  The shorter of the two girls is my mother, Juanita Senecal, WHS ’27. 
 I know you love pictures – I am still looking.  Thanks again for all you do. 
Jim Ward ‘53

Jim Ward ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Buz Hyden ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Jack White ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Russ Pratt ’53
WHS Soph. Photo
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Jim Ward ‘53
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On Jan 18, 2021, Jim Ward ’53 <jcward1956@gmail.com> wrote:
Jack, as you know, I write all the time.  At Christmas time, I was inspired once again.  
Attached is the resulting product.  I really do not expect that you will use this in the 
newsletter as it does not exactly fit but I thought you might enjoy the piece.  It is 
attached. 
  
Also, I found three more photos of people from the WHS 50s decade.  In the first 
picture are: Ed Pennock ’53, ?, Bud Olsen ’54, Russ Pratt ’53, Wayne Gustafson ’54, 
Mick McCarran ’53.  In the second photo are Ed Pennock, Mick McCarran, Russ Pratt 
and  Buzz Hyden, all from the class of ’53.  In the last photo are: Dick Viehweg, Jack 
White, Ed Pennock, Bruce Bringgold, John Haggardt and John Ewing, all class of ’53.  I 
don’t know the date or place of any of these photos – indeed, I don’t even know how I 
got them.  Obviously, they fall in the 1951-53 period. 
 Jim Ward ‘53

Ed Pennock ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Bud Olson ’54
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Wayne Gustafson ’54
WHS Senior Photo

Mick McCarran “53
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased
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Dick Viehweg ’53

WHS Senior Photo
Bruce Bringgold ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased 

John Haggardt ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

John Ewing ’53
WHS Senior Photo
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Thanks to Jim Redfield ’50, for sharing this great photo of himself and 8 
other WHS Alumni going through Boot Camp at the U.S. Naval Reserve Center in Great 
Lakes, ILL on June 16, 1950.
Jack, the 9 guys I could recognize on the attachment are identified as : 1. Dick Kelly, 2. 
Marlow Neuberger, 3. Bob Beck, 4. Dale Barnhart, 5. Bob Bissel, 6. Jack Hamilton, 7. 
Jim Redfield, 8. Roger Bakke, 9. Jim H.Johnson.  Not sure of the spelling on all.  Their 
hats are numbered accordingly.

This was fun & memorable to me.  The only negative thing I remembered about boot 
camp was one night, after taps, some guys from Tennessee got a poker game going & the chief returned 
that night, very unhappy that we strayed from orders. He  made us all get up put on our white  uniforms & 
march thru a block long coal pile & then expected us to stand inspection the next morning with those 
blackened uniforms completely washed & worn.  We were up hand washing  uniforms the rest of the night! 
 Lesson:  FOLLOW ORDERS!

I stuck with the Reserve for 31 yers thereafter, got a direct appointment & retired as a Commander! 
Even ended up with a small pension & Tri-Care for Life medical coverage - it was all worth it!
Thanx so much for what you do for all of us 50's grads,  Jack.    Cheers.   Jim Redfield ‘50

Jim Redfield ’50
WHS Senior Photo
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# 3
Bob Beck ’50

WHS Senior Photo
Deceased

# 6
Jack Hamilton ’50
WHS Senior Photo

# 8
Roger Bakke ’51

WHS Senior Photo
Deceased

# 7
Jim Redfield ’50

WHS Senior 

# 1
Dick Kelley ’50

WHS Senior Photo 
Deceased

# 2
Marlow Neubefger ’50

WHS Senior Photo 
Deceased

# 4
Dale Barnhart ’50

WHS Senior Photo

# 5
Bob Bissell ’50

WHS Senior Photo 
Deceased

# 9
Jim H. Johnson ’50
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Type to enter text
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Janet Gerry Wilcox ’56
WHS Senior Photo

John R. Wilcox ’52
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased
August 4, 1933 - November 12, 2020

You may view John’s full obituary in 
his O&B, Special Edition #96-20 

dated 11-15-20.

Janet, thank you for writing and 
sharing more about your husband. 

Whenever I hear of someone 
enjoying the O&B it always 
reinforces my dedication to 

continue for as long as possible.
On behalf of all the readers of the 

O&B please accept our most 
sincere condolences on your loss.

Jack
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“STASH of GOOD OLD STUFF” Found. 
 Over the years some of you have asked and complimented me on how I keep track of everything O&B related?  I 
must admit keeping track of everything that is O&B related has become a full time job and I do screw up sometimes.  An 
example is that after a fair amount of gentle urging from my wife I have been cleaning out some of my many old O&B 
files and found a stash of some great lost old stories and photos I had filed away and just found.  I wish the new found 
“stuff” covered a wider range of class years, but unfortunately, it is mostly from my class year of 1954.  The moral of 
that story is that those of you in other class years need to send more “Good Stuff” to me.  The newly found items in The 
OLD items from the “ Stash” folder starts here on page 16 and goes through page 28.  “Stash” simply means they were 
NOT sent to me recently and I apologize for not printing them sooner, especially this wonderful story on Sandy Ellis. 

The Sandy Sona Ellis ’54 Story 
 This first story is on my dear friend and classmate, Sandy Sona Ellis ’54 and I sincerely apologize to Sandy for 
my being so tardy in publishing this very special story honoring and paying tribute to Sandy.  As you read you will 
discover what an extremely special lady Sandy is and always has been. 

 Sandy was extremely active and popular while at WHS and her popularity was attested to when 
she was chosen homecoming “Queen” in 1953. 
 After high school graduation she attended the University of South Dakota where she met Bob 
Ellis, a fine your man from Sioux City, IA.  Bob and Sandy were married in 1957 and eventually 
settled back in Bob’s home town of Sioux City.  By that time I had pretty much lost track of Sandy 
and Bob.  In the early 2000’s I needed to reach Sandy about a WHS Reunion matter but I was unable 
to find them in Sioux City,  After completely exhausting every way I knew of to find them I 
remembered that Sandy was always a huge supporter of the Arts and since I was desperate, I called 
the Director of The Sioux City Arts Center hoping he might know of Sandy and Bob.  I couldn’t 
believe his response to my inquiry.  It was like I was trying to locate the mayor of Sioux City or the 
Governor of Iowa.  BOY DID HE KNOW AND REVERE SANDY!  And my search was over.  I now hope 
you enjoy reading what I have persuaded Sandy to share with us. 

Sandy Sona ’54
WHS Senior Photo

From:   Bob Ellis [bobellis@longlines.com
Sent:    Monday, July 27, 2009
To:        Jack Phillips

Jim Riemann ’54
WHS Senior Photo

Dick Viehweg ’53
WHS Senior Photo

mailto:bobellis@longlines.com
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right photo
ELLIS FAMLY AT THE NEW
SIOUX CITY ART CENTER,

Bob Ellis; Sandy Sona Ellis; Son, 
Bob; Daughter In Law, Laura;  

Daughter, Beth; Son In Law, Bert.
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Sandy Sona Ellis Named 
Woman of The Year

Bob and Sandy 
celebrating their 

50th wedding 
anniversary on 

beautiful Lake Como 
in super picturesque 

Italy.
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 Miscellaneous photos from the “Stash”.

Jane Shingledecker Miller ’54
WHS Senior Photo

If I had to bet on 
who from our WHS 50’s 
decade holds the record 
for world wide traveling I 
would definitely bet on 
Jane.  Here she is 
petting a cheetah in 
Sierra, South Africa.  

Jane, Pretty good 
for an Emerson girl. We 
are all envious.
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Jane Shingledecker Miller ‘54, Marilyn Olsen Smolinski '54, Jody 
Syverson Vander Ploeg ‘54, Lois Rossow Gellerman ‘54

’54 ladies attending their 20th Reunion 1974.   Janice Johnson 
Erickson deceased, Lorraine Fremming Forslin, Helen Eggers 
Olson deceased, Mary Lee Posz Altman, Karen Gurley Brown.

Sandy Taylor Bauman ’54 and 
my wife, Debra after the 3 of us 
had lunch in Las Vegas while 
Sandy was here on a real estate 
conference.  Circa 2005.
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  Dick Johnson ’54         Dennis Luce ‘54          Joe Floyd ’54

Left Photo:  Dick “Tank” Johnson ’54 and Dennis Luce “54   
I think the photo was taken while they were visiting Joe 
Floyd’s ’54, Auto Museum during a ’54 Class Reunion.

Mavis Larson Carl ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Roger Peterson ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Ron Green ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Roger Peterson ’55, Ron Green ’55, Ron Nelson ‘55 

Ron Nelson “55
WHS Senior Photo

Jim Parker ’55, Mavis Larson Carl ’55, Sue Parker, Dolly Tague Wait ‘55

Jim Parker ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Dolly Tague Wait ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Dear Mavis, I apologize for taking so long getting these great 
photos published.  I really thank you for sending them with 
such great ID attached.  I hope late is better than never?  Jack
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Vonda Fritz 
Peterson 56

WHS Senior Photo

Type to enter text

Jeanne Sweet Simunek ’55, Jane Ackerman 
Davis ’55, Vonda Fritz Peterson ‘56

Jeanne Sweet 
Simunek ’55

WHS Senior Photo

Jane Ackerman ’55
WHS Senior Photo 

Stan Cadwell ’55, Jervin Wait ’55, Karen Johnson Espeland ‘55

Stan Cadwell ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Jervin Wait ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Karen Johnson 
Espeland ’55

WHS Senior Photo
Deceased

Diane Nelson, Linda Brasel Hall '55, Joyce Portice Graff '55, 
Judy Allan Portice '55, Lorna Cooper Luther '55.jpeg

Linda Brasel 
Hall ’55

WHS Senior 
Photo

Joyce Portice 
Graff ’55

WHS Senior 
Photo

Deceased

Judy Allan 
Portice ’55

WHS Senior 
Photo

Lorna Cooper 
Luther ’55

WHS Senior 
Photo

Jim Teslow ’53, Mavis Lubbinge Teslow ’55, Lois 
Ross De Vnies ‘55

Lois Ross De 
Vnies ’55

WHS Senior Photo

Jim Teslow ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Mavis Lubbinge 
Teslow ’55

WHS Senior Photo
Deceased
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Derald Espeland ’55 & Bob Portice

Derald Espeland ’55
WHS Senior Photo

Roger Peterson ’55 giving rides in one of his “classic cars”.

Again thanks Mavis Larson Carl ’55 for sending all of the
great photos of your 2011 Class of ’55 mini reunion.

And again I apologize for taking so long to publish them.  Jack

1953 & 1955 Warriors Are Needed!
If anyone has a ’53 or ’55 WHS yearbook that they would be 

willing to part with I could sure use either.  My copies have served me 
well but they are totally falling apart.  To avoid bothering more than 
one of you, please email me that you have one and would be willing 
to part with it so I can then decline other offers.  Thank you  Jack    



Page  of 25 31

The much appreciated 2015 Argus Leader story on the O&B.
Somehow this Argus story was never published in the O&B.
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EMERSON 1950 GRADUATING CLASS
WHS CLASS OF 1954

End of “Stash” Items.
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On Jan 14, 2021, Donald Brown ’53  <don@chubrown.com> 
wrote:
My usual sincere thanks, Jack! I promptly emailed Jane Winnett ‘54, as 
we both worked at the same aircraft company in the 50s. It was big, so 
our paths were not likely to have crossed. What an adventurous young 

lady she had been!
With continued very best wishes (in spite of all this year’s bad 
news),

Don Brown ’53
WHS Sophomore Photo

Jane Winnett ’54
WHS Senior Photo

On Jan 15, 2021, at 9:08 AM, Robert J Solem <skyking.rjs@gmail.com> wrote:
Good day Jack!
Just finished reading your latest O & B.
As always, it is a great read!
The mention of chislic triggered childhood memories.
Growing up in Bridgewater, SD I remember family and friends going to Freeman, SD to enjoy eating chislic.
I remember it as being very tasty, very greasy and a real treat.
Did I read somewhere that it has since become the official state food of South Dakota.?
Interested O & B readers can find more information by searching on "chisic and Freeman, SD"
https://www.sdchislicfestival.com/news/2019/6/20/the-definitive-amp-authoritative-history-of-chislic
I wish you and your WHS schoolmates a Happy(er) New Year!

Bob Solem  (Bridgewater)HS Class of ‘53

On Jan 25, 2021, Karol Kittelson ‘56 <kittelson@iw.net> wrote:
      The article on Frank Gibbs sent me to the back shelf of my closet – to my dusty Box of Memories.  
There I found my connection to Frank Gibbs from 1954.  
      Phil Rysdon ‘55 told about Frank driving four Hi-Y cabinet members to the 7th National HI-Y & TRI-HI-

Y Congress held at the University of Miami campus in Oxford, Ohio.  The other three in the car were 
Bob Shreve ‘55, John Stenseth ‘57 and me – Karol Kittelson ‘56.  I was a member of Bauer Hi-
Y.  The national gathering was a wonderful learning experience for all of us.  We were with other HI-
Y guys and gals (TRI-HI-Y) from all over the country – literally, coast to coast.  (See photos of my 
souvenir from the event.) While the Congress was the purpose of the trip, the five of us were in 

the same car for four days – going to and coming back.  I remember that we stayed overnight at the Chicago YMCA going 
to Ohio.  But think about it, Frank spending four days in a car with three teenagers.  The car radio was our only source of 
entertainment.  
But here is my fondest memory of that road trip.  Frank decided to teach us the words to the song “Strip Polka”, made 
popular by the Andrew Sisters.  We must have sung it a lot because even today I can start it out from memory:
 “There’s a burlesque theater where the gang loves to go, to see Queenie the cutie of the burlesque show, and the thrill of 
the evening is when out Queenie skips, and the band plays the polka while she strips.”
“Take is off, take it off”, cries a voice in the rear.  “Down in front, down in front”, soon that is all you can hear.  But she’s 
always a lady, even in pantomime.  And she stops, and always just in time.”
      Can you imagine that car ride?  And there are three more verses.   Karol Kittelson ‘56

Karol Kittelson ’56
WHS Senior Photo

Phil Rysdon ’55
WHS Senior Bob Shrive '55

WHS Senior Photo
John Stenseth ’57
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

https://www.sdchislicfestival.com/news/2019/6/20/the-definitive-amp-authoritative-history-of-chislic
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Souvenir of Karol Kittelson’s trip.

On Jan 25, 2021, Jeffrey Herbert ‘74 <herbertj@sio.midco.net> wrote:
Jack….several faculty members at WHS have created a podcast called THE WARRIOR 
WAY---it can be “gotten” via Spotify or simply by going to a podcast icon on a phone. 
This is an interview with John Odney, class of `61 (his brother Keith was a class of 

`57?)----thanks---and best wishes…
 Jeff Herbert ’74 / WHS Teacher & Coach for 28 Years
 
From: Herbert, Jeffrey C <Jeffrey.Herbert@k12.sd.us> 
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 9:40 AM

To: sio.midco.net, herbertj <herbertj@sio.midco.net>
Subject: Fw: Warrior Way Podcast

Jeff Herbert ’74
WHS Senior Photo

On Jan 29, 2021, Don Noordsy ’58 <heythere63@comcast.net> wrote:
Jack…..a very nice tribute to Dick Wold.  I remember him well as I was a basketball fan and 
went to many WHS games even while in grade school.
Thank you for rekindling those good memories !
Don Noordsy ’58

Don Noordsy ’58, WHS Senior Photo

On Fri, Jan 29, 2021 Richard Sweetman ‘54 <rcsweetman@gmail.com> wrote:
Good Morning Jack.  Hope all is well in the Phillips household.  I got my first COVID shot last 
night.  No adverse reaction so far.
 I want to let you know that Dick Wold died Tuesday at Dougherty House here in SF..  There 
has not been an obit yet.   It was not COVID related.
     Kathy and I have been spending the majority of our time in our home on the bluff west of 
Chamberlain.  We left CA in late March and have been there since.  Quite a change from 
either LaQuinta or Sioux Falls.  We are north of Oacoma, pop. 300, and Al's Oasis is our only 

stop - groceries and gas.
    We come back to SF once in a  while for appointments, etc.  When in town I try to have 
coffee with my pre-Covid gang, Don Erickson, Dave Munson, Bob Amundson and 
Duane O'Connell.  As you probably know, Sioux Falls and the rest of SD is not suffering 
under the draconian rules imposed in CA and many other states.  Our schools are open, 

as are restaurants, bars, stores, churches, etc.  and the infection numbers as a percent of the population are 
not alarming.  
      i look forward to receiving your emails, and am in awe at the amount of time and effort you exert for all of us 
of the '50's.  Thank you.   Dick Sweetman ’54

Dick Sweetman ’54
WHS Senior Photo

See more from Dick Sweetman ’54 on next page.

mailto:rcsweetman@gmail.com
mailto:Jeffrey.Herbert@k12.sd.us
http://sio.midco.net/
mailto:herbertj@sio.midco.net
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On Jan 29, 2021, Richard Sweetman ’54 <rcsweetman@gmail.com> wrote:
Jack,  I just looked at my emails .  My news is old news on Dick.  He was a great guy.  I visited him in 
hospice about 10 days ago and he was comfortable, happy, and we had a good conversation.  RIP

Bob Amundson ’56
WHS Senior Photo

Dave Munson ’60
WHS Senior Photo

Duane O’Connell ’60
Cathedral High
Senior Photo

Dick Wold ’53
WHS Senior Photo

Deceased

Don Erickson ’54
WHS Senior Photo

Don’t Forget The Next Issue of The O&B Is

The Valentine Day Issue.
PLEASE SHARE PHOTOS OF YOU AND YOUR VALENTINE,
and you are encouraged to include YOUR Valentine story.

ALSO INCLUDED IN THE NEXT ISSUE WILL BE ALL

WHS “Sweetheart” Queen Candidates 
FROM EACH YEAR OF OUR FIFTIES DECADE ’50 - ‘59


